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This year we celebrated the legacy of learning, 
community, and generosity that has defined our school 
for 45 remarkable years. Our founders, whose vision and 
dedication laid the foundation upon which we stand today, 
envisioned a place where children grow academically and 
develop into compassionate, curious individuals ready 
to contribute positively to their community. As I look 
at the positive impact GHS alumni are having in our 
community and the world, I know our role in St. John 
remains as essential as ever. 

Today, we carry on this work by cultivating an environment 
that provides 42% of the school-aged children on St. John 
with an inclusive, experiential education that prepares 
them to approach complex problems resourcefully, to 
understand and advocate for the environment, and to 
honor the culture and history of Caribbean peoples. 
As you enjoy this annual report summarizing highlights 
from our 45th year, remember that your support helps 
shape the lives and aspirations of our students, and in 
doing so, the future of us all. I hope you will join me in 
the coming year as we look to the school’s future. Now 
is the time to be proactive by making plans to ensure our 
school is here to serve the community for the next 45 years 
and beyond. 
Thank you for being an integral part of our history and 
our future.

CONTINUING
THE LEGACY

MISSION: 
Gifft Hill School offers our island community an inclusive, experiential education that sees each child as an individual 
and inspires each to excel. We support and challenge our students to approach complex problems resourcefully, to 
understand and advocate for the environment, and to honor the culture and history of Caribbean peoples. Our graduates 
are resilient, caring community leaders at home and abroad.

LIZ KINSELLA

J .  E L I Z A B E T H  K I N S E L L A 

H E A D  O F  S C H O O L

for generations to come
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YOU MAKE GHS POSSIBLE

Thank You
RUTH A. DOAN
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Members of the Board of Trustees are grateful for the 
support of our community. As we look back over 45 years 
and look forward to the next 45, there are many things to 
be thankful for and many things to look forward to. 
I am personally honored to have the chance to know some 
of our founding families. Their experience and wisdom 
help us to carry forward. One of the characteristics I most 
appreciate in our founders is their willingness to embrace 
change. In that spirit, let me note: 
• Our school has always emphasized community, both 

inside the school and throughout our island home. 
That emphasis has taken different forms through the 
years, from the introduction of GHS Gives Back Day 
to the present-day IDEA Club.

• Our school has always emphasized care for our natural 
home, from garden programs to our newly expanded 
solar array. 

• Our school has always encouraged lifelong learning, 
from introduction to a variety of career fields to our 
new and exciting senior capstone projects.

As we seek to improve our physical campus, we are 
ever-mindful of the legacy we have inherited and of the 
legacy we pass on. Let this be a year remembered for our 
commitment to tradition and our commitment to the 
future. 

WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO OFFER AN 
INCLUSIVE, EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION and MAKE IT ACCESSIBLE TO FAMILIES 

ACROSS OUR COMMUNITY?

What it cost to run Gifft Hill School this year

R U T H  A .  D O A N

P R E S I D E N T ,  B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

Capital Improvements 53%

Interest-earning Invesments 23%

Loan Repayment 13%

Endowment 11%

$1,455,263 
(Jul. 1, 2023-Jun. 30, 2024)

This year’s donations also helped secure our future

$3,644,825
(Jul. 1, 2023-Jun. 30, 2024)

Faculty & Staff Salaries 60%

Enrichment Programs 16%

Facilities Maintenance 9%

Instructional Supplies & Tech 7%

Advancement 5%

Insurance, Licenses, Etc. 3%

This year, 
donor contributions 

made up 44% 
of the school’s income

84% of 
donor contributions 

went directly to 
financial aid/
scholarships

7% went to facilities
6% went to instructional programs 
and supporting teachers
3% went to endowment and the long-term 
sustainability of the school

Your support helps keep 
Gifft Hill School accessible

Donor support comes in many forms:
Annual Fund: $1,198,557
Auction: $404,622
Sponsorships/Scholarships: $124,110
Restricted giving in support of programs: $149,871
Restricted giving in support of capital improvements: $410,225
In-kind donations: $43,511
Total: $2,330,896

Where the money came from



6 Annual Report 2023-2024 www.giffthillschool.org      7

A LOOK BACK         at where we came from
Four devoted community members found Pine Peace 
School as a preschool serving a handful of students. 
The school moves to Oppenheimer, then Jens and Irma 
Pickering’s Pine Peace warehouse, then the Schnells’ 
guesthouse, then the Catholic Church.

The Coral Bay School is founded, serving 13 students 
in grades 7-9. Over the next four years, the school 

grows to 85 students in grades 7-12, gains 
accreditation, and graduates the first senior class in 

St. John’s history with 100% college acceptance.

Construction of the Great Room, serving both Pine 
Peace and the community, is completed. The school is 
accredited for students in preschool through third grade.

School begins at the new Early Learning Center, built 
on the Gifft Hill land donated in 1980 by Shailer 

Bass. Plans begin for a new building that ultimately 
becomes the Lower Campus Great Room.

After nearly 15 years of athletics, summer camps, and 
other community events, Trayser Field is resurfaced 
with the help of generous donors.

GHS opens its doors just five days after the second of 
two Category 5 hurricanes hit St. John. The board of 
trustees waives tuition for the 2017-2018 school year 

and welcomes all students on St. John to attend.

Coral Bay School purchases land on Gifft Hill adjacent 
to Pine Peace School. The two merge to become one, 
and Gifft Hill School is born.

1978

2024

2005

2017

2000

1982

1988

we made along the wayAND THE MEMORIES

"

"

My memories of Gifft Hill School are a family tree: 

• Where a professional staff of educators create a positive 
learning environment for all students.

• Where educators inspire dreams, shape lives, and mold the 
minds of our children, who are our leaders of tomorrow. 

• Where parents believe, support, and invest in their child’s 
education. 

• Where students are encouraged and equipped, and set and 
accomplish their goals; teaching is challenging, magical, 
rewarding; and everyone can learn. 

It was an awesome, exciting, great, wonderful experience 
working at Gifft Hill School. Thanks for the opportunity! 

- Ruth Frett, parent and teacher, 2006-2012

"
"

The big day in September 1978, we had 4 students, which 
swelled to 12 by November. Things went pretty well. We had 
wonderful events and terrific input from the community in 
the form of volunteers. 
- Dorothy Muilenberg, founding member, Pine Peace School

"

"

In my nearly 30 years of involvement with Pine Peace 
School/Gifft Hill School, I can honestly say there was never 
a dull moment. We were always a hard working, fun loving 
team dedicated to our students and their families and our 
beloved school. We have always been a school whose essence 
has been experiential learning and a thoughtful and caring 
community. Although the faces have changed over the past 
45 years, the core values and principles of cultivating curious 
minds and caring hearts has remained intact.

- Beth Knight, Lower Campus Principal, 1992-2020
We can’t write our future without your help! 
Scan the QR code to ensure equitable access 

to a GHS education for generations to come.

The next 45 years
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think about what they said before they said it.” 
“People are a lot more open-minded about things,” 
says IDEA Club member Justin Richards, ‘25. “After 
the shows, students would come up and ask questions 
for more insight. They were intrigued to learn and they 
actually took time out of their day to learn more.” 
The IDEA Club fostered tangible change by designating 
two gender-neutral bathrooms, and by hosting Heritage 
Day, in which students were invited to share their cultures 
and nationalities through dress, food, and music. 
Head of School Ms. Liz says she appreciates how much 
a shared vocabulary helps students and teachers have 
respectful discussions about feelings and beliefs that 
recognize each person’s right to self-definition.

“Intergenerational relationships are key to a strong 
community,” says Mr. Bill. “A highlight was when my 
students made storybooks based on astrophysics and 
astronomy for the second graders. They had to think 
about what students can absorb at that age and how to 
make the content engaging. The laughter in the room that 
day was contagious.” 

GHS GIVES BACK DAY 
Another beloved tradition is Gifft Hill School Gives Back 
Day, when toddlers through 12th graders fan out across 
the community to complete service projects as a show of 
gratitude for all St. John has given them. 
“It felt like I was being a hero,” says Abu Abdulai, ‘35, 
who along with his classmates collected donations of 
food for Catholic Charities of the Virgin Islands to 
distribute to people 
who are underfed and 
unhoused. 
“When we went to 
deliver the items, the 
students got to see 
how impactful the 
food drive was,” says 
first grade teacher Ms. 
Melisa. “They could 
see how members of 
the community were 
benefiting.” 

IDENTITY, DIVERSITY, EQUITY, 
ACCOUNTABILITY

Promoting diversity, ensuring equity, and fostering 
inclusion build a sense of community by creating an 
environment where everyone feels seen and valued. After 
this year’s trip to the NAIS Student Diversity Leadership 
Conference, students founded the IDEA Club, whose 
mission, in part, is to create an open and safe space within 
the GHS community for respectful and informational 
conversations celebrating the diversity of the Virgin 
Islands and each of our lived experiences.
IDEA Club members wrote and recorded informative 
morning talk shows highlighting “Big IDEAS” which 
encouraged conversations around these topics. IDEA 
Club members were on hand during advisory to facilitate 
discussion among their schoolmates. 
“We discussed things like microaggressions,” says IDEA 
Club member Jayla Williams, ‘30. “People did start to 

In a tight-knit community like St. John, residents rely on 
one another to provide support, foster growth, and ensure 
collective well-being. Our graduates are caring community 
leaders thanks to the many ways we foster a sense of 
community throughout our students’ educational careers. 

PHONE-FREE LEARNING COMMUNITY
Gifft Hill School reconnected students this year by 
disconnecting them from their phones. With the help of 
locking pouches used to store personal devices throughout 
the day, students were able to focus better in classes, have 
more positive interactions with their peers, and experience 
fewer feelings of anxiety.
“When the policy was first announced I wrote an entire 
essay against it,” says Santiago Terron Lucero, ‘25. “To 
be fair, it pushed me to work outside of what I find most 
comfortable and effective to better myself. It allowed me 
to be with more people and get to know them better.” 
“Last year I’d be on my phone during breaks but this year 
I walk around the field with my friends and talk,” says 
Eibony Torres Cordero, ‘26. 
Teachers, who needed no convincing, also celebrated the 
changes they saw.
“There’s been a massive change for the better,” says Upper 
Campus science teacher Mr. D. “I’ve seen improvement 
in classroom performance, engagement, and attention 
spans.” 

“I’ve noticed a huge change in students’ dispositions,” 
says Upper Campus Principal Ms. McGuire. “Kids are 
happier.”

LEARNING BUDDIES
The well-established learning buddies program which 
fosters growth and community by pairing older and 
younger students expanded to include high school buddy 
classes this year.  
“It’s a nice opportunity for my students to explore what 
they’re learning and show what they know,” says fourth 
grade teacher Ms. Laura.
“Learning buddies gives us a chance to help with what 
they are learning and it refreshes our memory of what 
we’re learning,” says Catalina Kinsella, ‘32. 
“It feels good to be able to help the first graders with 
things I struggled with in first grade,” says Tianna Jn. 
Baptiste, ‘32. 
Mr. Bill’s high school physics class and Ms. Kissa’s second 
graders took turns visiting one another, and the new 
bonds had a notable impact on students. 
“The children learned from us and we were able to see 
things from their perspective,” says Kevin De Leon, ‘25.
“It helped them feel more comfortable with older kids and 
vice versa,” says Bret Strain, ‘26. “I enjoyed being able to 
connect with more people in my community outside of 
my peers.” 
“You can always learn from people younger than you,” 
says Justin Richards, ‘25. 

FOR THE FUTURE OF    Our Community
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Living sustainably is not a new concept for this island 
community. The ancestors taught us principles of 
conservation, preservation, and self-reliance that are still 
the keys to our future. Fostering an interest in food security 
and modeling green living through eliminating single-use 
plastics, recycling, and using renewable energy are some of 
the many ways we educate our students in an environment 
that encourages sustainability and appreciation for the 
natural world from toddlerhood through graduation. 
At the Lower Campus, gardening is part of the curriculum 
in every classroom. Preschoolers tend a small container 
garden and happily munch on the greens that emerge 
from the soil under their watchful eyes, while fourth 
graders apply math concepts to the design of their garden, 
where they grow greens, tomatoes, eggplants, peppers, 
and more. At the Upper Campus, students’ involvement 
in gardening deepens through our extensive outdoor 
gardens and our aquaponics system. 
“The vision is to inspire a passion in students for 

producing their own food, and to equip them with the 
skillset to do so,” says EARTH teacher Mr. D. “We hope 
that these students will be advocates for locally grown 
food and creating some measure of food sustainability in 
the islands.” 
Several of our minimesters — weeklong immersive 
workshops on various topics in which our students engage 
twice a year — focused on the natural environment. Mr. 
D.’s island ecology minimester invited students to explore 
the factors that create various microclimates on our 
small island, from topography and prevailing winds to 
rainfall. In Ms. V. and Dr. Brittany’s island preservation 
minimester, students made a measurable impact by 
planting mangroves, which act as a buffer against coastal 
erosion and serve as a nursery for juvenile fish and other 
marine life. 
Students also engaged in beach cleanups throughout the 
year, encouraging a sense of ownership in the care of their 
home environment. 

FOR THE FUTURE OF         Sustainability

“Everywhere you go, there will be litter and trash to pick 
up,” says Upper Campus English teacher Ms. Liz H., who 
led one of our beach cleanups. “It’s really important that 
we not only recycle, but think about the trash that we 
consume and produce.” 
Students experience sustainable living every day on our 
campuses. We’ve long eschewed single-use plastics in favor 
of reusable water bottles. At the Upper Campus this year, 
we kept more than 15,000 plastic bottles out of the local 
landfill with the installation of an Elkay bottle filling 
station thanks to a grant from the U.S. Virgin Islands 
Conservation Society’s V.I. Clean Coasts program. 

We also expanded our solar array thanks to an in-kind 
gift from Caribbean Solar Company and a gift from an 
anonymous donor, making us less dependent on the fossil 
fuel-powered, unreliable local power grid. 
“This generous support improves Lower Campus 
infrastructure while also modeling the potential of green 
energy for younger students,” says Board of Trustees 
member Susan Crane. “With solarization as a real-world 
project as well as part of the GHS curriculum, we aim 
to build sustainability into our students’ life choices and 
visions of the future.”
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ongoing relationship between Gifft Hill and its alumni.
Deciding what to study after high school can be just as 
daunting as choosing a school. In a new program this 
year, seniors spent the month before graduation in field 
placements. From real estate to health care to veterinary 
work, we placed seniors with local businesses to give the 
students real-world experiences. 
“Participating in the Gifft Hill School senior capstone 
project was a truly wonderful experience,” says Sandy 
Atwood, Clinical Executive Director of Island Health & 
Wellness, where our seniors Kasia Cornelius and Liandra 
Dagou explored careers in nursing. “Witnessing Liandra 
and Kasia grow their knowledge and skill within the 
medical field was incredibly fulfilling. Their enthusiasm 
and confidence throughout the project demonstrated the 
importance of participating in practical, hands-on work.”

“The senior capstone project has opened doors to exciting 
possibilities,” says Jesse Berry of Bamboo Studio, where 
senior Pierce Hollen explored a career in metalsmithing. 
“It helps grow local talent and contributes to the island’s 
economic development.”
Regardless of whether students want to go to college 
or technical school or enter the workforce right after 
graduation, the education they receive at GHS exposes 
them to a broad range of industries that are vital to the 
economy of St. John.

FOR THE FUTURE OF 

Learning is a lifelong pursuit that fosters personal growth 
and fulfillment, adaptability, and empowerment. 
A GHS education prepares graduates to apply their 
curiosity and continue growing their skills throughout 
their lives. Many of our students want to continue their 
education by going to college or technical school after 
graduation. 
Head of School Ms. Liz uses her decade-plus experience in 
the field to help direct students and their families to the 
best college and career opportunities available to them in a 
process that’s tailored to each student. 
“I help with everything from developing college lists to 
writing essays and applications to completing the FAFSA,” 
she says. 
This process, in return, grows the GHS network and the 
pathways we can offer to future grads. 
“Over time it becomes a reciprocal relationship,” says 
Ms. Liz. “Former students come back for guidance and 
mentoring from us, and they in turn build our network by 
opening doors to their institutions for current students. 
For example, if I have a student interested in Stetson 
University, I’ll connect them to Ki’Janne’ Alfred [‘20], 
because she can share her experience there as a Gifft Hill 
grad. Liliana Martinez [‘19], who studied bioengineering 
at University of Louisville, is now a graduate assistant in 
the J.B Speed School of Engineering Office of Student 
Success, working with underrepresented students. She is 
excited to give back by mentoring GHS students interested 
in engineering.”

Ki’Janne’ and Liliana are great 
examples of the way GHS graduates 
benefit from, and contribute to, the 

Our culinary program, which emphasizes a farm-to-
table approach, has empowered students to grow and 
prepare their own food over its several years in existence. 
In the 2023-2024 school year, we were excited to launch 
new Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math 
(STEAM) classes in grades K-12. Woodworking was a 
signature component and was supported by donations 
from Bigrigg Cranford Construction, Martha and Dana 
Robes, and Fred Trayser.  
“Students are still learning the possibilities of what you 
can do with wood,” says woodworking teacher Ms. 
Amelie, under whose direction students built a fence for 
our Upper Campus banana patch and shelving for the St. 
John Historical Society. “The class is in its infancy but it’s 
just going to grow over the next year.” 
Students dive into visual arts with Ms. Adrienne, who 
instructed students in fiber arts, printmaking, ceramics, 
painting, and more. 
“It was truly amazing to see students transform a piece of 
fabric into something they can wear,” says Ms. Adrienne. 
High school students also had the opportunity to take an 
engineering course in partnership with Engineering for Us 
All (e4usa) and UVI. Students apply engineering design 
principles to solve real-life problems around our campuses 
and are afforded the opportunity to earn college credit at 
participating colleges and universities. 
Students aren’t the only lifelong learners on the GHS 
campus. 
“We look for ways to give our faculty opportunities to step 
into the role of students within an experiential lesson,” 
says Ms. Liz. 
This year, we organized a series of workshops funded by a 
grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities 

Lifelong Learning

administered by the Community Foundation of the 
Virgin Islands. The Teach the Teacher series started with 
a roots/routes workshop in which teachers made saltfish 
pate from scratch while learning about Caribbean cuisine, 
trade routes, and the history of Virgin Islands culinary 
traditions. Faculty and staff also enjoyed a walking tour 
of historic Cruz Bay with St. Johnian Kurt Marsh, a study 
of Caribbean movement and music with culture bearer 
Raven Phillips, a lesson on English Creole from St. John 
School of the Arts Director Jeuné Provost, film screenings 
with Theodora Moorehead and Peter Bailey, a lesson on 
the history of Quelbe music in the territory with Quelbe 
Resurrection, and a visit to the St. Thomas Synagogue.

Throughout the year, our faculty also work in small 
collegial groups called professional learning communities, 
led by Lower Campus Principal Ms. Rachael and Upper 
Campus Principal Ms. McGuire, to stay current with 
best practices in curriculum development, instructional 
design, and student engagement.
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KAPOK CIRCLE 
($50,000 PLUS)

Ruth A. Doan
Ms. Sherri Draper
Mr. Brett and Mrs. Cathy Jefferson
Mr. David and Mrs. Rhonda McCay
Mr. Rudy and Mrs. Irene Patton
Mr. John and Mrs. Kathleen Reny
Mr. Dana and Mrs. Martha Robes
Mr. Vivek Sankaran and Ms. Nancy Savage-

Sankaran*
Mr. Miles and Mrs. Susan Stair*
Mrs. Joy Stillman

ROYAL PALM CIRCLE 
($20,000 TO $49,999)

BTWM LLC
Mr. Barry and Mrs. Joni Butzow*

GIVING CIRCLES
Thank you to our amazing friends and donors who have supported 

Gifft Hill School this school year. The Giving Circles below include all 
donations to the Annual Fund from July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024.

Tom and Nan Coxe*
Cabbadetus Foundation
Caribbean Solar Company, LLC
Mr. Rich Emmett
Mr. Neal Faulkner
Mr. Matthew and Mrs. Lauren Fogarty*
Mr. Dick Foley and Ms. Susan Crane*
Ms. Janet Foote
Mr. Beau Hale
Mr. Bob Thomas and Ms. Polly Hoppin
Lime Out LLC
Judy and Webb Moniz
Paul M. Angell Foundation
Ms. Jo Anne Schwarzbeck*
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Cindy Secunda
The Giving Tree Foundation

POINCIANA CIRCLE 
($10,000 TO $19,999)

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Pam Bittner*
Mr. Rohit and Mrs. Kristi Chowdhury
Mr. Hugh and Mrs. Shana Griffiths
Mr. Christian and Mrs. Aileen Loranger
Mrs. Abigail Schnell O’Connell*
Renys Charitable Foundation
Ms. Laura Hollister
Mr. John and Dr. Margaret Ruttenberg
Ms. Martha Schenck*
Mr. Fred and Mrs. Aimee Trayser*
Trayser Construction Inc.*

TAMARIND CIRCLE 
($5,000 TO $9,999)

Ms. Stacy Bachali*
Ms. Marilyn Comb

After nearly 15 years as a community hub where PE classes, 
sports competitions, summer camps, movie nights, youth 
sports leagues, and adult pick-up games brought joy, 
laughter, and activity to the island of St. John, our well-
loved Trayser Field was in need of a makeover. 
As they departed their home of more than 50 years, Rudy and 
Irene Patton honored the spirit of the tight-knit community 
they love by generously offering up to $50,000 in an effort 

to boost the $120,000 match goal put forth by a longtime 
GHS supporter. That goal was met thanks to the Pattons 
and 10 smaller gifts. Then, the longtime GHS supporter 
furthered the field fundraising by pledging an additional 
$100,000 if we could demonstrate the field’s importance 
to the community by inspiring 250 community members 
to donate toward the project. And indeed, community 
support for the project was overwhelming, with 287 people 
donating anywhere from $10 to $5,000. These donors are 
denoted with a * in our Giving Circles below.
“Without our longtime supporter, the Pattons, and the 
support of the community, we wouldn’t have been able to 
do it,” Head of School Ms. Liz says of the field resurfacing, 
which was completed in summer of 2024. “It’s a great 
example of everyone contributing at the level that’s right for 
them in order to make big things happen.”

A COMMUNITY 
THAT PLAYS TOGETHER

Stays
Together

Mr. Kyle Grimm and Ms. Nancy 
Borowick*

Mr. Kevin and Mrs. Jeannie Herrema*
Mr. Thomas Hilliard*
Holiday Homes VI*
J.W. & Ethel I. Woodruff Foundation
Darron Meares, Bowtie Benefit Auctions
The Noonan Family
Ms. Christine Ransley
Mr. Donald and Mrs. Deborah Schnell*
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Judy Skurnik

LIGNUM VITAE CIRCLE 
($1,000 TO $4,999)

340 Real Estate Co LLC
Dr. Abul and Dr. Ann Abbas*
Mr. Fontaine and Mrs. Cassie Alexander
Mr. Robert Allen and Ms. Mary Anne 

Dunlap
Mr. Michael P. Barile and Michele A. 

McBride
Tyler and Nancy Batten
Mr. Andrew and Mrs. Lori Barlas
Ms. Mary Ellen Baur
Mr. Thomas and Mrs. Teresa Bertolino*
Mr. Jaime Burns-France and Ms. Elizabeth 

Wallace
Canopy Holdings, LLC
Ms. Candace Chang*
Mrs. Andrea Chouiniere
Mr. Mark Coolidge
Mr. John Costello
Mr. Nathan Craig and Ms. Maya Pierce*
Mr. Pierre and Mrs. Connie Crosby*
Mr. Brian and Mrs. Jessica Daigneault*
Ms. Marianne Davessar
Mr. John and Mrs. Barbara Dawson
Mr. Steve and Mrs. Donna Deacon*
Ms. Tamela Donnelly
Mr. Christopher and Mrs. Laura Dunlap*
Mr. David and Mrs. Rebecca Faeder*
Ms. Crystal George-Thomas
Mr. David and Mrs. Gina Gloski*
Mr. Sean and Mrs. Alisha Griffey
Mr. Marcelino and Mrs. Jomil Guerrero
Mr. Philip and Mrs. Catherine Harrison
Ms. Kathy Hilliard
Just Sun Rentals, Inc.
Ms. Haley Kenefick
Mr. Colin and Mrs. Elizabeth Kinsella*
Kinsella Marine*
Mr. Tim and Mrs. Andrea Lee*
Mr. Brent Lynn
Lyons Family

Mr. John and Mrs. Julie McBarron*
Mr. Lucas T. Metropulos*
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Barbara Morey*
Mr. Tim and Mrs. Diane Myers
Mr. Paul Myerson and Ms. Giselle Wagner
Mr. Troy and Mrs. Dana Neil
Mr. Rom and Mrs. Jennifer Nellis
Ms. Kate Norfleet*
Mr. Jerome and Mrs. Tish O’Connell*
Mr. Byron Oliver
Mr. Bill Padnos and Ms. Margy Kaye
Mr. Jim and Mrs. Dianne Prevo
Mr. Jeremy Prudhomme and Mrs. Tara 

Zullo
Mr. Jimbo and Mrs. Kelli Rattz*
Ms. Faustine Reny
Mr. Michael Riska and Ms. Angie Dunson
Dr. William Roberts III and Dr. Tanja de 

Marsche
Mr. David and Mrs. Jean Rosow
Rupp Family
Ms. Sophie Rutnik
Mr. Vincent Scapecchi
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Jessica Schnell
Mr. Dinart Serpa
Ms. Orla Sheehan
Mr. Scott and Mrs. Beth Simmons*
Mr. Jason and Mrs. Jill Siska*
Dr. Rob Snyder
Mr. Glen and Mrs. Radha Speer
Ms. Sherry Stair
St. John Hardware
The Koonce Foundation Inc.
Mr. Otmar and Mrs. Carolyn Thoemmes*
Mr. Heath and Mrs. Malorie Thompson
Topsail Wealth Management
Joanna and Nigel Travis
The Trefethen Family
Mr. Ronald and Mrs. Kathleen Vargo
Virgin Abis, LLC
Mr. Jay and Mrs. Monique Walters*
Weitzel Family Foundation
Mr. Ed and Mrs. Monic Williamson*
Westin St. John Resort and Villas
Ms. Sandra Zaky

FRANGIPANI CIRCLE 
($100 TO $999)

Ms. Mae Agna
Ms. Karen C. Aldridge
American Paradise Real Estate
Mr. Craig Anderson
Ms. Amanda Arquit
Mr. Hank and Mrs. Pam Art

Ms. Jennifer Austin
Banana Deck*
Mr. Richard Baranowski
Mr. Morgan Barlas
Ms. Janet Bausch
Mr. Gerald and Mrs. Linda Bechstein
Ms. Marian Boquette
Mr. Paul and Mrs. Claudia Brookes
Mr. Mitchell Burgess and Ms. Robin 

Green*
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Mary Burks
Mr. Rafael Caldas*
Ms. Mary Callan
Mr. Timothy Chambers*
Mr. Gregory and Mrs. Joan Chouiniere*
Ms. Lani Clark*
Mr. Allen and Mrs. Joni Cohen
Mr. Michael Collins
Mr. David and Mrs. Lynda Collins
Mr. George and Mrs. Jan Courlas
Mr. Peter Courlas
Dr. Faye J. Delmore
Mr. Alfredo and Mrs. Veronica del Olmo
Mr. John and Mrs. Linda Dickson
Mr. David and Mrs. Leeanne DiGiacomo*
Mr. Bernard Douton*
Ms. Eileen Duffy
Mr. Shane Emmett
Ms. Meaghan Enright
Ms. Anna Foote*
Dr. Katherine France
Dr. Jory Magidson and Ms. Caren Frankel
Ms. Paula Garcia
Ms. Betsy Gardiner
Mr. Matthew and Dr. Stacy Gardner
Mr. Charles and Mrs. Nancy Gibbs*
Ms. Lynn Giovanna*
Mr. Robert Gonzales and Ms. Brittany 

MacNealy
Ms. Margarete Griffiths
Mr. Glen and Mrs. Jo Ann Hall*
Dini Hall
Hammer Home Technologies
Ms. Cid Hamling
Mr. Thomas Hanna*
Ms. Laura Hanyok
Ms. BJ Harris
Ms. Kim Hart*
Ms. Sarah Haynes
Mr. Kevin Hiebel
Ms. Julie Hiromoto
Mr. Jeff and Mrs. Karin Hembrock
Mr. Kenneth and Mrs. Mitzie Henson*
Ms. Elizabeth Hoffing*
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Howland Family Foundation
The Hultquist Family
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Linda Ittner
Mr. Franz and Mrs. Sally Jaggar
Ms. Stacy Johnson*
Mr. Kevin Jones
Mr. Arthur and Mrs. Beth Tamplin Jones*
Ms. Janis Keeley
Mr. Mark Manz and Ms. Cynthia Kershner
Ms. Beth Knight
Mr. Paul and Mrs. Elizabeth Koch
Mr. Richard Kresberg
Mr. James and Mrs. Teresa Larson
Mr. Tom and Mrs. Anna Lawson
Mrs. Josephine and Mr. William Lawson
Ms. Lisa Etre-Art
Ms. Beverly Lockett
Mr. Jon Lorenz
Ms. Tonia Lovejoy
Ms. Elizabeth Lowe
Mr. Phil and Mrs. Susan Loyd
Brooke and Justin Marshall
Mr. Ernest and Mrs. Donna Matthias
The McCoy Family
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Victoria McMahan
Mr. Fernando and Mrs. Dorothy Micheletti
Mr. Donovan and Mrs. Katie Miller
Mr. Kenneth and Mrs. Elaine Mills*
Mr. Adonis Morton and Ms. Krista Kremer
Mr. Philip Norment and Ms. Maureen 

Shiels
Ms. Laurie Odenbach
Mrs. Christina O’Donnell
Ms. Jane Oshinsky
Mr. Ibro and Mrs. Karen Ovcina
Palm Horizons
Ms. Catherine Perry
Ms. Tina Petitto*
The Pozas Family
Mrs. Jennifer Nellis Powell
Ms. Val Prakas
Mr. Charles Puzder
Ms. Betsy Pullen
Mr. Harry and Mrs. Susan Quinn*
Mr. Fernando and Ms. Ruby Ramos
Mr. Philip Reitz and Ms. Beverly Stellato-

Reitz
Ms. Amanda Rich
Mr. Doug Richardson
Mr. Raphael Roberts and Ms. Karen 

Opsahl-Roberts
Ms. Marjorie Roberts
Ms. Yelena Rogers*
Ms. Traci Kennedy Ross

Mr. Andrew Rutnik and Mrs. Janet Cook-
Rutnik

Ms. Mariah Scheer*
Mr. John Shames*
Mr. Don Schlusemeyer
Mr. Doug and Mrs. Liz Schmidt*
Ms. Linda Scope
Mr. Chris Shoupe
Mr. John and Mrs. Ann Skeele
Sólo Arte
Ms. Shira Sofer
Mr. Alan Smith
The Spector Family
Mr. Gershwain and Mrs. Felicity Sprauve
Mr. Stephen and Mrs. Bonnie Stearns
Suhr Family
Dr. Allen Miller and Ms. Andrea Sullivan
Mr. Jim and Mrs. Kathleen Swan
Ms. Cynthia Swan
Sigi Torinus
Mr. James D. Tunick
Mr. Nelson Uzzell*
Mr. Nick Van Assche
Mr. Stephen and Mrs. Mary Van der 

Hoven*
Vacation Vistas Ltd.*
Mr. Michael Vogt
Ms. Denise Marie Walker
Ms. Becky Ward*
Mr. Russell Wayne
Ms. Clare Bole Weaver*
Mr. Robert Waggoner and Dr. Wendy 

Wintersteen
Mr. William and Mrs. Faith Welsh
Mr. Harvey and Mrs. Glenda Werbel
Ms. Kathleen Brocks Whiteside
Mr. Ted Williams
Mr. Edward and Mrs. Donna Lee Woods
Ms. Pamela Wylie
Mr. Efrem Zimbalist III and Mrs. Paula 

Zimbalist

HIBISCUS CIRCLE 
(UNDER $99)

Shaibu Abdulai*
Ms. Lauren Albertson*
Mr. Bryan and Mrs. Sandy Atwood*
Mr. Owen Atwood*
Mr. Bannon Beaty*
Mr. Max Beaty*
Ms. Kendra Bernard
Mr. Dennis Bigrigg*
Mr. Steve Bond*
Jamie Brown and Gordon Moore*

Suki Buchalter
Ms. Coral Breuning*
Ms. Sally Browne
The Capitolin Family
Ms. Janice Carter
Mr. Dax Chouiniere*
Ms. Norah Chouiniere*
The Collins Family*
Anais Craig*
The De Leon Family*
Ms. Jennifer Doran*
Ms. Maddie Dunlap*
Mr. Alex Emmanuele*
Mr. David and Mrs. Mary Fallon
Mr. John and Mrs. Barbara Gates
Ms. Elizabeth Gowan
Ms. Jackie Grealish
Ms. Peggy Guilbert*
Shelby Guilbert*
Mr. Matt Gyuraki*
Ms. Amelie Haden*
Ms. Emma Henson*
Ms. Jocelyn Holford*
Ms. Kylie Hungerford*
Ms. Michelle Keeley*
Mr. Bill LaMonte*
Nitare Ruiz Laughlin*
Ms. Eloise Maynard
Ms. Heather McGuire*
Ms. Donna Moss*
Mr. John Munshower*
Mr. George and Mrs. Kristie Murray*
Mr. Jim and Mrs. Susan Nicholas
Mr. Barry Nolan*
Ms. Beth Nolan*
Cullen and Kirk O’Brien*
The O’Connor Family
Hilarie and Jason Oliver*
Mr. David Olson*
Ms. Elaine Penn*
Mr. Tyler Perrino*
The Piper Family*
Ms. Rashida Powell*
Renique Prentice*
Mr. Justin Richards*
Keppine Richards*
Mr. John and Mrs. Connie Richardson*
Mr. William Richardson Jr. and Mrs. 

Margaret Richardson
Mr. Edward Roberts
Dr. Caroline Rogers
Ms. Gloria P. Samuel
Rollie Simmons*
Ms. Donna Smith*

Mr. Kevin Smith*
Mr. Richard Snyder*
Ms. Jessamyn Souders
Mr. Sandy and Mrs. Seena Stein
Mr. David Stone*
Mr. Knox Stone*
Mr. Ollie Stone*
Mr. Tripp Stone*
Ms. Piper Stone*
Ms. Casie Summers*
Ms. Christianne Testamark
The Trujillo Family
Ms. Monique Walters
Mr. Jonathan and Mrs. Maggi Ward*
Ms. Lilith Weinel*
The Williams Family*
Ms. Summer Williamson*
Ms. Zoe Williamson*

GIFTS IN-KIND

1864 The Restaurant
Alfredo’s Landscaping
Mr. Vincent Alterio
Mr. Les and Mrs. Mary Anderson
Angel Electric Inc.
Arawak Expeditions, Inc
AW Concordia Holdings, LLC
Bajo El Sol Gallery
Bamboo Studio
Bamboula
Banana Deck
Mrs. Janet Cook-Rutnik
Mr. David Baum
Beach Bar
Bellows International
Big Blue Excursions
Black Sails LLC
Ms. Celia Boudou
BP Sports, Inc.
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Mary Burks*
Caravan Gallery
Caravan Auto Parts
Caribbean Solar Company, LLC
Mr. Ted and Mrs. Andrea Chouiniere
Christian Wheatley Photography LLC
Cinnamon Bay Campground
Ms. Robin Clair
Cloud 9 Sailing Adventures
The Compton Family
Connections of St. John, Inc.
Coral Bay Garden Center
Coral Bay Adventures
Crabby’s Water Sports
Cruz Bay Boutique Hotel

Cruz Bay Landing
Cruz Bay Watersports
Cruz On Inn, LLC
Mr. Lindon and Mrs. Simonia Athanase-

Dagou
Darron Meares, Bowtie Benefit Auctions
Dave & Jerry’s Island Steakhouse
Dazey Drive In LLC
Ruth A. Doan
Donald Schnell Studio
E & C Gas Station
Casey Giakas
Ms. Adrienne Grafton
Mr. Rich Emmett*
Estate Lindholm LLC
FlyAway Charters VI, LLC
Mr. Dick Foley and Ms. Susan Crane
Frames of Mind/Sugarbirds
Friends of Virgin Islands National Park
Gallows Point Resort
Gas Plus
Golden Hour, LLC
Greengos St. John
Mr. Jeffrey and Mrs. Karin Hembrock
High Tide Bar & Seafood Grill
Irie Pops
Island Baby
Island Fancy
Island Green Living Association
Island Hope Wines
Island Roots Charters, LLC
Ms. Jodi Jackson
Joe’s Rum Hut
Kelley Journey
Just Beach
Just Fish St. John
Just Sun Rentals Inc.
Kate N Design LLC
Kilroy’s Laundry and Dry Cleaning
Mr. Colin and Mrs. Elizabeth Kinsella*
Kinsella Marine*
Ms. Matthew Krefetz
Ms. Sara Lane
Ms. Stefanie Lauren
Tiger Leahu
Lime Inn Restaurant
Lime Out
Little Olive Food Truck
Mr. John Littlechild
Lovango Resort and Beach Club
Love City BBQ
Love City Cafe
Love City Delights
Love City Pan Dragons & Baby Dragons 

Youth Steel
Orchestras
Low Key Watersports
Ms. Elizabeth Lowe
Lulee St. John LLC
The Lundberg Family
Luz Massera
Mrs. Maya Matthews-Sterling
Ms. Julie McBarron*
Mr. David and Mrs. Rhonda McCay*
Mr. Fernando and Mrs. Dorothy 

Micheletti*
Miss Lucy’s Restaurant & Bar
Ms. Katia Moltisanti
Morgan’s Mango
Ms. Monica Morris
Mumbo Jumbo
Neptune’s Lookout, LLC
No Shoes Revocable Trust
Ms. Jennifer O’Connor
Mr. Conor O’Driscoll
Abigail O’Connell*
Oasis Private Chefs
Ocean Runner Power Boat Rentals
Ocean 362
Palm Tree Charters
Pampered Pause
Paradise Lumber
Pest Hunters
Ms. Catherine Perry
Ms. Solange Phillip
Pink Papaya
Pilates Worx, LLC
Portico
R&I PATTON goldsmithing
Mr. Rudy and Mrs. Irene Patton
Proper Yachts
Kayden Richards
Dr. William Roberts III and Dr. Tanja de 

Marsche
Rock City Entertainment Inc.
Ronnie’s Pizza an’ mo’
Dr. Caroline Rogers
Ms. Jessica Rosenberg
Rotary Club of St. John
Ms. Sophie Rutnik
Sail Helios LLC
Salt + Strand
Salty Daze Charters LLC
Salty Mongoose Pizza and Rum Bar
Sam & Jack’s Deli
Mr. Charles and Mrs. Ginger Schnatter
Mr. Donald and Mrs. Deborah Schnell*
Mr. Jon and Mrs. Nancy Schutt*
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MEMBERS
Thank you to the current members of our 1978 Society 
who have included Gifft Hill School in their estate 
plans:
Mr. David and Mrs. Rhonda McCay 
Ruth A. Doan
Mr. Rich Emmett
Mr. Samuel and Mrs. Kay McCullough
Mr. Kenneth and Mrs. Elaine Mills
Mr. Dana and Mrs. Martha Robes 
Mr. Miles and Mrs. Susan Stair
The Hans J. Tiller Trust
Ms. Tina Walker
Ms. Kate Norfleet
Mr. Dick Foley and Mrs. Susan Crane
Mr. Richard and Mrs. Mary Callan

PLANNED GIFTS
Please consider Gifft Hill School in your estate plans.  
Your gift could include:
• Appreciated Securities
• Bequests
• Charitable Gift Annuity 
• Charitable Lead Trust
• Charitable Remainder Trust
• IRA Charitable Rollover
• Life Insurance
• Tangible Personal Property
• Retirement Assets

ANNUAL FUND

UNRESTRICTED: The Annual Fund supports the school’s operating 
budget each school year.

Areas supported include financial aid, faculty salaries, athletics, 
academics, and other needs that arise each year.

Giving options include one-time donations, recurring monthly gifts, 
and multiple-year pledges. Additionally, numerous employers sponsor 
matching gift programs that will match charitable contributions 
made by their employees.

ENDOWMENT

UNRESTRICTED ENDOWMENT: Gifts to the unrestricted 
endowment provide GHS with flexibility to annually generate funds 
to support operations, financial aid, and other needed areas.

NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS: Endowed named scholarships honor 
the legacy or honor of a friend, family, or community member. Gifts 
must exceed $50,000. Yearly draws are taken from the endowment to 
support student financial assistance and merit awards.

CREDIT CARD
To contribute by credit card, please visit our website at:  
www.giffthillschool.org/give

CHECK
Please make checks payable to Gifft Hill School and mail to: 
5000 Estate Enighed PMB 356 
St. John VI  00830

SECURITIES/STOCK
To make a gift of stock, please notify the Advancement Office at 
Gifft Hill School in advance of the transfer by contacting  
340-776-1730 or advancement@giffthillschool.org. 
Please use the following:

DIRECT MONEY TRANSFER
Incoming Wire Instructions:
Bank: Citibank, New York ABA: 021000089
111 Wall Street, New York, NY 10043 SWIFT: CITIUS33
Beneficiary: Morgan Stanley
Beneficiary Account Number: 40611172
1300 Thames St., Baltimore, MD 21231
For Further Credit: GIFFT Hill School Inc  
Account Number 013-022644
DIRECT TRANSFER OF SECURITIES

DTC Instructions:
Morgan Stanley DTC# 0015
Account name: GIFFT Hill School Inc. 
Account number: 013-022644

WAYS TOTYPES OF Giving Give

You Can Help!
Together we can provide 

the education 
every child deserves!

Our 1978 Society grew by four this year, with new members 
ensuring their legacy will live on in the hearts and minds of 
GHS families for generations. 
Mary and Richard Callan and Susan Crane and Dick Foley 
included bequests to Gifft Hill School in their wills; Kate 
Norfleet deeded her home to the school as part of her will; 
and Miles and Susan Stair made GHS the beneficiary of 
their life insurance policies. 
The generosity of these donors and of all members of the 
1978 Society helps ensure the longevity of our rigorous, 
experiential educational programming for the next 45 years 
and beyond. 
“I’ve found Gifft Hill School to be one of the most 
rewarding institutions to give to,” says Miles. “With every 
student that graduates from Gifft Hill, I feel like I’m doing 
something good for St. John in a long-term way.”
“Miles and I have always felt that the greatest gift a child can 
receive is a good education,” says Susan Stair. “Gifft Hill 
School students are exposed to so many experiences and 
sports offerings and such a strong curriculum. It has been a 
true pleasure to see the children of St. John grow, learn, and 
evolve.” 
There are many ways to become a member of the 1978 
Society by including GHS in your estate plans. Contact 
us today at advancement@giffthillschool.org or 340-776-
1730 to leave behind a legacy that helps shape the lives 
and aspirations of our students, bettering St. John and the 
world at large one graduate at a time. 

A LEGACY of Learning

SDB Limited/Sandcastle Hotel & Soggy 
Dollar Bar

Shaibu’s Gourmet Group
Shambles Island Bar & Grill
SJB Marketing & Advertising
Skinny Legs
Mr. Michael and Mrs. Judy Skurnik
Slim Man’s Parking
Carly Smith
Mr. Glen and Mrs. Radha Speer
Mr. Chris and Mrs. Lynne Sternberg
St. John Beach Bum
St. John Brewers
St. John Catering
St. John Hardware
St. John Repair Shop

St. John Scoops
St. John Spice Company
St. John Sailsack Co.
St. John VI Pottery Inc.
Stormy Pirates Charters
Ms. Casie Summers
Sun Dog Cafe
Ms. Sarah Swan*
Ms. Cynthia Swan
The Coqui Living Trust
The Windmill Bar
The Longboard
The Refinery STJ, LLC
Trayser Construction Inc.*
Tree Limin’ Extreme
Mr. Devin and Mrs. Tiffany Trujillo*

Turquoise Turtle
Virgin Islands Expedition Company
Virgin Islands Ecotours
VI Vacation Rental LLC
VI Sentinel LLC
Voodoo Charters, LLC
Ms. Denise Walker
Ms. Robin Wallace
Mr. Richard Wassel
WasteCo. USVI
West Indies Company
Wharfside Watersports
Katherine Allen and Jamison Witbeck
Ms. Taima Williams
Ms. Veronica Pozas-Woods
Zozo’s
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